
SEVEN: THE VALUES THAT SHAPE US 
 PRAYER 

We have meaningful conversations with God 
 

Misconceptions about Prayer: 
 

1. Prayer is _______________________ 

2. Prayer is _______________________ 

3. Prayer requires a certain decorum of ____________ 

and _______________ 
 

Definition of Prayer: ________________ God 
 

The Main Reason People Don’t Communicate With God: 

They haven’t joined ____________________ yet. 

 
Trouble Shooting For Our Prayer Life: 
 

1. We need to… __________________ 
 

2. We are _____________ 
 

3. Lack of __________________   
 

4. We give up too __________. ________________ pays. 
 

   Pray until God clearly answers ________________,  
   or you ________________ 

 

5. We need to be the kind of person God ____________ 
 

6. Our _______________ are wrong. 
 

7. We need to pray with a _________________ that is 

_________________ God. 
 

8. We need to pray with ________________ that God 

____________________ answer.   
 

9. We need a _______________ 

Are there any ruts that you get stuck in when you pray? What are 
they? 
 
Why is it that we sometimes go for extended periods of time without 
really spending healthy time in prayer? What is the result? 
 
Describe the current condition of your prayer life in one word. 
 
If you have had an answer to prayer recently, share it with your 
group. How has your faith been affected as a result? 
 
If we are honest about it, we all encounter times when we are not 
quite right with God and His will. How does it affect your prayers 
when this is true? What has helped you to get back on track in the 
past? 
 
After hearing this week’s teaching what would you say to someone who asks 
you to explain why persistence is an important part of prayer? 

What further insights do the following verses shed on both prayer and/or the 
role of persistence in prayer? Matthew 6:7; Romans 8:26-27; James 5:13-16 

Based on what we’ve learned about the importance of persistence in our 
prayers, is there anything you might be giving up on a bit too early? Anything 
you need to let go? 

One of the things that can hold back our prayers is the idea that our prayers 
need to be polished and articulate.  Read 1 Kings 18:16-39.  How does 
Elijah’s prayer compare to the prayers of the prophets of Baal.  What, if 
anything, does it show us about the kind of prayer God answers? 
 
In any relationship, the quality of communication is directly related to the 
quality and depth of the relationship.  It’s no different in a relationship with 
God. Nehemiah was a man whose prayer life went far beyond just asking 
God for what he wanted. Read Nehemiah 1:1-10 and jot down anything you 
find that gives insight into Nehemiah’s relationship and communication with 
God – and how it might impact or help you to grow in your own prayer life.  
 
Ask yourself this question (and don’t let yourself off easy on your 
answer): Does my prayer life reflect my genuine love for God and His 
Lordship in my life? Why or why not? 
 
What one step can you take this week to have a deeper, more 
consistent, or more meaningful prayer life?  


