
 
Aren’t People Basically Good? 

Romans 3:1-31 
 
 
The Bad News is ______________________________ 
 
   We all need a savior. ______. ______. ____. ___. ___. 
 
   We are not sinners because we sin, we sin because we  
   ________________ 
 
 
Defining Some Terms: 
 

1. Sin - An _______ term that means to ________________ 
 
2. Atonement: A religious term that means to _________   
    God’s __________ 
 
3. Justification: A legal term that means to be __________ 
 
4. Redemption: A slavery term that means to ___________  
    ____________  

 
 
God’s Solution is better ______________________________ 
 

He is for all people, and the way to him is through faith in  
Jesus Christ. 
 

• Faith that Jesus ___________________  
• Faith that Jesus ________________ 
• Faith that Jesus ___________________ 

 
It’s called Grace. God’s Grace. Grace that is greater than all 
my sin. 

 
Was there anything you heard for the first time this week or that caught your 
attention, challenged or confused you? 
 

Do you think most people are basically good? Why or why not? 
What do Ecclesiastes 7:20, Isaiah 53:6, 64:6, and 1 John 1:8 reveal about 
the human condition? Do you agree? 
 

Sin is a universal problem for all people. As a result, we are separated from 
God and spiritually dead. Spiritual death is not necessarily a feeling people 
have but a condition they are in. How do the following passages help 
understand what it means for someone to be spiritually dead?  
Ephesians 2:1-3; Titus 3:3; Colossians 3:5-7 
 

Have there been any times in your life when the realization of your own 
sinfulness and God’s forgiveness particularly caught your attention? 
 

Although God has provided a solution for the separation from him that our 
sins have caused, the impact of those sins, and the sins done to us by others 
often continues to affect us. How could the following passages help us to 
continue to heal from the scars left by our sin? 
James 5:16; Hebrews 4:14-16; Hebrews 10:23-25;  
 

In Luke 7:36-50, Jesus had a conversation with a woman who interrupted a 
dinner he was having with a religious leader. How does this conversation 
help you better understand the connection between experiencing forgiveness 
and expressing forgiveness? 
 

Can you think of ways a person can gain a greater appreciation for the grace 
and mercy God has for us? 
 

Here are four more passages where Paul talks about what God has done to 
solve our sin problem. Record the principles from each passage. Romans 1-
3. Titus 3:3-7 Galatians 2:15-16 2 Timothy 1:9 Ephesians 2:1-5 & 8-9 
 

When did the reality of what God has done for you through Christ first dawn 
on you and become real in your life? 
 

Although the Bible is clear our relationship with God is not based on our 
performance, many Christians struggle with accepting God’s love and 
forgiveness at times in their lives. Can you think of a time in your life – either 
now or in the past – when you’ve struggled to accept God’s forgiveness over 
something you’ve done? 
 

Our life story before we experienced God’s love and forgiveness can either 
be the greatest reason to keep us living in guilt and shame, or God’s most 
powerful tool for us to serve him. What do you think a person needs to do or 
experience before being willing to allow God to use their story as a tool?  
 


